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“The Country depends on the success of universities like Bath, not just be-

cause of its innovative, relevant research, but also because of the intelligent, 

passionate and work-ready graduates it turns out each year”. 

Alastair McCall, Editor of the Sunday Times University Guide 

In the News 

Climbing up the rank-
ings… to No 5! 
 
In the Sunday Times league 
table the University of Bath has 
risen to 5th out of 122 UK uni-
versities and colleges — its 
highest ever position. 
Professor Glynis Breakwell, 
Vice-Chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Bath, said: “This is a pres-
tigious honour and a fantastic 
achievement for Bath.” 
 
“It reflects the enthusiasm and 
commitment of the entire uni-
versity community, both our 
staff and students, and is some-
thing we can all take great 
pride in.” 
 

“We have always been com-
mitted to the pursuit of excel-
lence in our research, teaching 
and learning and so it is partic-
ularly pleasing to have this rec-
ognized and rewarded at a na-
tional level.” 
“We attract real academic 
highflyers to the university, 
with nearly 75% of our entrants 
coming with grades of at least 
AAB or equivalent, reinforcing 
our position in the top rank of 
UK universities.” 
“We run one of the largest and 
most established undergradu-
ate business placement 
schemes in UK higher educa-
tion with around two thirds of 
our students spending a year 
on an industrial placement. 

Bath leads the way into employment 
Dr Andrew Warr 

BSC Computer Science (2003) 
PHD (2007) 

Current Employer: Google 
Previous employers: University of Oxford, 

Microsoft 

My studies at the University of Bath made all this possi-
ble, I use the knowledge and skills I learnt here every 
day in my work. 

The courses in the computer 
science program have diversity 
and depth. I learnt so much — 
from the mathematical foun-
dations of computer science to 
the design of interactive sys-
tems and beyond. 
The reason for actually choos-

ing Bath went beyond its rank-
ing though. I am not sure how 
to describe the feeling that 
made me decide to choose 
Bath, but I remember thinking 
to myself,  “This is it! This is 
where I want to spend the 
next 3+ years of my life.” 

Features 

Keeping in touch with you and your students 
 

Helping students in their quest for the right course, the right university and the right career is a stimulating, and at times possibly 
daunting challenge.  
 
This newsletter is for UCAS/HE/Careers Advisors and also their students. We want to give you some insight into the University of Bath 
and hope this gives you some food for thought! This is the first volume, with two more to follow, one in each term. If you don’t want to 
receive any further newsletters please email “unsubscribe” the address on page  6. 
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Students’ Union at Bath 

One of the most important and exciting experiences for 
new students is their first week at university: Freshers’ 
Week. This is run by the Students’ Union and it is the first 
chance for students to explore all the extra-curricular op-
portunities and support that will be available to them dur-
ing their studies.  
 
The week has two main purposes. Firstly, it is to make 
students aware that the Union exists to help enrich their 
experience at university. This includes the support, advice 
and representation available to them if they ever need it. 
For example, there are support groups that can offer stu-
dents mutual support and friendship, such as the group 
for students with a disability or students who are parents.  
 
Secondly, the Union ensures that Freshers’ Week has a 
fun-packed programme of events and activities that give 
the 3,000 first years now living and working on campus a 
chance to acclimatise to their new life, find their way 
around and make some friends.  
 

The week is crammed full of events for them to choose 
from, including: BBQs, town tours, quiz nights, karaoke, 
themed fancy dress parties and club nights. There are also 
demonstrations and workshops from many of the Stu-
dents’ Union’s 130 sports clubs, societies and groups.  
 
This year, cheerleading, break dancing, juggling and vari-
ous musical performances helped create a lively buzz on 
campus. 
 
 
 
“My Freshers’ Week was absolutely awesome: I will 
never forget it. I met loads of new people and there 
was so much going on every day. In fact, I loved it so 
much; I ended up being one of the students who ran 
it!” 
 
Alix Chadwell, Freshers’ Week Event Manager 2010 - 
2011 

A message from the President 
 
The University of Bath Students’ Union is one of only four unions across the UK to receive a Gold Students’ Union 
Evaluation Initiative award. We provide you with the best opportunities and support to help you make the most of 
your time as a student. The Union is committed to helping you improve your career prospects by offering skills train-
ing, enterprise support, volunteering and helping you find a part-time job. As a student-led organisation there are 
also many positions in the Union that help develop your leadership, management and communication skills.  
 
In addition the Students’ Union has over 130 sports clubs, societies and support groups for you to choose 
from. Whether it is competing at the highest level at a specific sport like rugby, continuing with an enjoyable hobby 

like salsa, or challenging yourself to learn something new like circus skills - we will have something to suit you.  
 
By being involved in the Students’ Union you create friendships, skills and experiences that you will benefit from dur-
ing your studies and for years to come.  
 
David Howells, Students’ Union President 2011/12 
………………………………………………………………………………  
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Faculty of Engineering & Design 
 
Engineering and Design?  How to choose a programme  

In the new fees and loans environment, students are obviously worried about making the right choice and ensuring 
they maximise their employability.  
 
Whatever the Engineering & Design discipline they are interested in, we recommend they consider the following key 
factors. 
 
Look for a programme with: 
 

 Exposure to professional and business skills, in a department that demonstrates strong 
links with industry and commerce.  

 

 Group projects and individual projects as an integral part of the programme. Undertaking projects teaches 
key skills and expertise sought after by industry and enhances employability.  

 

 Flexibility. Following a solid grounding in core subjects, options for specialisation should be available. This both 
ensures a good grounding in all core academic areas sought after by employers but offers additional expertise 
that you are genuinely interested in. 
 

 Accreditation by the relevant professional institutions, leading to Chartered Engineer status. This will make you 
internationally employable at the highest salary 

 

 Consistently strong rankings in league tables and employability rates.  A consistent presence in the top 10 is 
reassuring. 

 

 Industrial placements. Taking a placement can seem like it adds a year to an already long programme such as 
the 4 year MEng. In reality, it gives you a break from study, you can earn a good salary and companies are in-
creasingly using placements as a recruitment tool for graduate positions. For Architecture, professional practice 
is a compulsory element. 

 
 
All our Engineering & Design programmes rate highly in the above criteria, with every academic subject ranked top 
3 overall in the Sunday Times University Guide 2012 : 
 
Architecture -                Number 1 in the UK with a 100% employment rate 

Civil Engineering -                2nd in the UK for graduate employment 

Mechanical Engineering  -               Number 1 in the UK for teaching excellence 

Electronic and Electrical Engineering  -  ranked number 3 in the UK for subject area 

Chemical Engineering -                             2nd in the UK for graduate employment  

We hope this mini guide will help your students explore their Engineering options across the UK and to check us out 
more thoroughly on our website. 
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Faculty of Engineering & Design 
 
 A degree in Architecture is not just for Architects! 

  

If you are a student with a talent for the arts and sciences and a keen interest in de-
sign, you may find it difficult finding a degree programme which allows you to fulfil 
your full potential.   

Unlike what you might think, a degree in Architecture is not just for Architects, and it 
may be an option worth considering.   
 
Although it takes two degrees and at least five years of study to become a Registered 
Architect, many students with just an undergraduate degree in the subject find it an 
ideal springboard to a wide variety of different careers.   
 

 

^ First  year architects at the University of Bath 

As the Head of Architecture at the University of Bath, Alex Wright describes it, “Architecture is a fantastic subject to study.  It covers 
science, technology, art and design.  Students gain ability as complex problem solvers and they graduate with a wide variety of presen-
tation and transferable skills that serve them well in building their careers.”  
  
At 17 it may be hard to commit to a single professional career path, but a BSc in Architecture gives you the opportunity to go on to join 
the profession, or use the breadth of your education to start a career in design, the built environment, business or pretty much any-
thing you wish. 
 

Excellent Timing — more places available! 

Next year the Architecture programme at Bath is set to increase its intake by 50%, so although the entry requirements are high, now 

could be the ideal time to consider a degree in Architecture. 
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The Royal Anniversary Trust   
We have been awarded a Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher and Further Education – the country’s most prestigious national 

recognition for a UK academic or vocational institution. 

The University has been recognised for its influential research into child poverty and support for vul-

nerable people. 

Vice-Chancellor Professor Glynis Breakwell said: “This is wonderful news for the University, and for all 

our staff and students. 

“Over three decades, the University’s Department of Social and Policy Sciences has been engaged in 

original and applied research in the field of family wellbeing, promoting the interests of some of the 

most vulnerable in society, in particular lone mothers, children and the extreme poor.“ 

The Department has made a substantial and sustained contribution, by this innovative research, to the 

development and delivery of social policy in the UK and in other countries. Its work is recognised as 

exceptional and distinctive by policy makers and charities both in the UK and globally. “  

http://www.royalanniversarytrust.org.uk/


School of Management and 
Faculty of Humanities  
 & Social Sciences  

 

    Spotlight on….   
 

BSc in International Management and Modern Languages (IMML) 
 
If you’re interested in languages and would like a career in business, then our BSc in International Management and Mod-
ern Languages could be the answer. Available with either French, German or Spanish, this four-year degree includes a year 
abroad, where you can choose to study in one of our partner business schools, work in an international businesses environ-
ment, or combine both.  
 
What makes our programme unique is the 50:50 integration of language and management studies — while many similar 
degrees tilt either towards the language or the study of business/management, at Bath you will be studying both in exactly 
the same depth. 

 
Programme structure 

 
Three closely integrated strands run throughout the degree: Management, Language and the Interface. In year one you will 
focus on the basic areas of management and the chosen language, while the interface will look at the legal environments 
of the UK and France, Germany or Spain. 

In year two, greater in-depth study of management and language, and the interface looking at the European business 
environment, will be supplemented with practical training, preparing you for the year abroad.  

In the final year, management, language and the interface are studied in an international business context. You also have 

the opportunity to pursue specialist areas of management, perhaps based on interests developed during your year abroad 

or resulting from interests you developed in the introductory courses.  

Unique feature: Spend your third year either studying in an international business school, working abroad, or 

a combination of both. 

Exceptional Career prospects 

As an IMML graduate you will enjoy a distinct advantage in the marketplace thanks to the range of skills you will hold and 

the commercial credibility you will have gained during your year abroad. Statistics show that 72% of our students are in full

-time employment six-months after graduation compared to the national average for Business and Language courses of 

63%.   

 UCAS code(s):  
 

IMML French:  NR21    IMML German: NR22       IMML Spanish: NR24 

As part of the international management and modern languages degree programme, we all went to Chile for 
our placement year...all of us split it into two in that we had fifty per cent of it in a business school - one of the 
most prestigious universities in the country - and also fifty per cent in a work placement... 

Ginette, Sammy and Harriet - IMML Students   

No. 1  for Graduate Jobs in 
Business!* 
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Faculty of Science 
  

Computer Science Workshop at Brooke House College in Market Harborough. 
 
 
 

Dr. Marina de Vos, Senior Lecturer in Computer Science, recently gave a Computer Science/Maths workshop at 
Brooke House College, as part of their annual HE fair. 
 
Computer Science requires high-level Maths skills, and Marina came pre-
pared with a cryptography problem which got the students (and their Maths 
teachers) thinking hard. It involved several box files and padlocks, and the 
idea was to ensure the safe passage of a secret message between two peo-
ple, by foiling the evil message– cracking attempts of a third party.   
 
Initial confusion soon evaporated when the students realized that this exer-
cise illustrated a real-life scenario  many of us deal with regularly  - buying 
things online safely for example.  
 

The Computer Science Department has recently to £16 million building with 
over £100,000 of computing equipment, including £25,000 of specialist equipment and a 6 terabyte server.  

Student Focus 
My time on placement 

James Carroll 
BSc Mathematical Sciences with Year in 
Industry (2012) 
Placement: BAE Systems Detica 

“In these tough economic times, a placement is a great way to get 
industry experience and get a head start on the competition.” 

I spent a year working as a busi-
ness consultant for Detica — a 
technology consultancy firm 
owned by BAE Systems. 
My placement gave the opportuni-
ty to gain industry experience in a 
challenging and supportive envi-
ronment. I was given the same 
responsibilities as a graduate and 
often found myself presenting 

work to senior managers and cli-
ents. 
The University of Bath has an ex-
cellent Industrial Placement De-
partment that offered me advice 
when applying and were sup-
portive throughout. 
Detica have since offered me a full 
time role which I hope to start 
after I graduate next summer. 

Open Days 

We run two open days each year. These are a 
great way to see what it is like to live and 
study here. 

Next Open Days 

 Thursday 21 June 2012 

 Saturday 15 September 2012 
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