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University of Bath                                              Minutes of Meeting 
Faculty of Science  

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting FACULTY RESEARCH STUDENTS’ COMMITTEE  

Place Wessex House 3.36 

Date and Time Tuesday 19 January 2010 at 12.15pm 

 

Present Dr J Doughty Department of Biology & Biochemistry 

 Dr K Edler Department of Chemistry 

 Dr I Eggleston Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology 

 Dr R James Department of Physics 

 Professor G McCusker (Chair) Department of Computer Science 

 Professor E P Ryan Department of Mathematical Sciences 

 Dr T Stead Careers Advisory Service 

 Professor J M J Williams Department of Chemistry 

   

 Mrs E F Bird (Secretary)
 

Faculty of Science 

   

Apologies Dr K Edler Department of Chemistry 

   

 

 Professor Williams was welcomed to the meeting in place of Dr Edler.  

   

588 CHAIR’S BUSINESS Action 

 Faculty of Science Graduate School 

Professor McCusker reported that the Faculty of Science Graduate School 

Working Group has met a couple of times and that sub-groups have also been set 

up.  The next meeting takes place on Friday 22 January 2010.  

 

   

 Faculty of Science PGR Fee Scholarship Fund 

Professor McCusker reported that the proposal and business plan for this fund 

have been accepted and will be formally approved by Professor Millar (PVC 

Research) very shortly.  Details will be circulated for departments to use as a 

recruitment tool as soon as formal approval has been obtained.  This money will 

be available for October 2010 entrants only, for all three years of their funding. 

 

The proposals are for 8 x half fee scholarships and 4 x full fee scholarships for 

overseas students.  In addition there will be 12 x Home/EU scholarships. 
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 It will be essential for have a fair and transparent allocation process for these 

scholarships.  This is likely to be a small Faculty Panel that meets monthly, 

together with the provision of a more ‘express’ route for particular cases. 

 

There is also a smaller amount of money available for PGT Fee Scholarships for 

October 2010 entrants. 

 

   

589 GENERIC SKILLS TRAINING  

 Dr Stead reported on a recent Roberts Policy Forum that she had attended.  

Focussing on the skills agenda, it seems likely that Roberts funding will cease by 

2011-2012, or possibly be embedded into existing funding streams.   

 

Dr Stead and her colleagues are currently developing plans for the sustainability 

of generic skills training in areas such as online support.  FRSC members are 

invited to make suggestions for ideas that will support PGR students.  For 

example, this could include supporting students through the transfer process or 

with writing-up. 

 

   

 Departments are reminded that a Certificate of Attendance at Skills Training for 

any skills training, that is not part of the central provision, can be arranged if 

details are sent to Dr Stead.  

 

   

590 DIRECTORS OF STUDIES’ ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 2008-09  

 The FRSC considered the Directors of Studies’ annual reports for 2008-09, from 

all departments in the Faculty, prior to submission to the University Research 

Students Committee (papers 24-29  plus Faculty statistical data paper 30) 

 

   

 In discussion the following comments were made. 

• Some clarification of Section 3 (Research Student 

Achievements/Recognition) is required.  Professor McCusker suggested 

that research student publications should be recorded both for the REF 

and for general visibility.  However if the University requires the listing 

of this information, then there should be a system in place to record this 

(Opus, for example).  If other information is required, there should be 

systems in place for easy recording and retrieval.  The alternative is a very 

unsystematic collection of information that can be problematic to collate. 

• A number of departments provide in-house presentations to their Final 

Year students about research degrees.  This is seen as a popular and 

effective recruitment tool.  It was noted that the Careers Service have 

produced a facts sheet about academic careers which is accessible via the 

web. 

 

 • The Department of Chemistry provides a scientific writing course for its 

students.  This provision may be useful for other allied science 

disciplines.  It was noted, however, that such courses can be expensive 

and that attendance numbers are restricted.  The Faculty Graduate School 

will be well-placed in the future to further consider such cross-discipline 

training provision. 
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 • Not all Directors of Studies are convinced of the usefulness of this annual 

reporting process.  Time spent on report preparation may be better spent 

supporting individual students.  In addition, there are more effective ways 

of sharing best practice either within Faculty Research Student 

Committees or the relevant Directors of Studies Forum. 

• It may be more useful to look at the statistical data across the Faculty in 

order to identify any trends, rather than consider the information 

department by department. 

 

   

591 MINUTES  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 7 December 2009 were approved (paper 31).  

There were no matters arising. 

 

   

592 DEPARTMENTAL RESEARCH STUDENTS COMMITTEES  

 The FRSC noted the minutes of departmental committees (paper 32).  

 Department of Mathematical Sciences 

13 May 2009 

 

The FRSC noted that there had been a discussion about semester-long research 

sabbaticals.  Devoting a semester to research alone may lead to more grant 

applications.  This is the practice at some other universities. 

 

   

 Department of Physics 

17 November 2009 

 

   

 The FRSC noted an interesting discussion that had taken place in this meeting 

about the ‘ownership’ of students – do they ‘belong’ to the supervisor, the 

department or the Faculty Graduate School? 

 

 

 

 

Dates of meetings for 2009-10 

Date Day Time Room 

 

4 March 2010 

 

Thursday 

 

12.15 pm 

 

8W 1.34 

 

 

15 April 2010 

 

 

Thursday 

 

12.15 pm 

 

WH 3.36 

 

13 May 2010 

 

Thursday 

 

12.15 pm 

 

WH 3.36 

 

 

In addition postgraduate student progression will be approved under vacation powers during the 

summer of 2010: 

 

16 June 2010 

16 July 2010 

16 August 2010 

16 September 2010. 
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1.  A full set of guidance, documentation for all aspects of postgraduate research 

student business are available from the Graduate Office website  

 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/grad-office/docs/index.html 

 

1. The Faculty of Science web page for Research Degrees has recently been updated 

and includes all of the new Research Degree forms 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/science/research/degrees 

 

3. QA 7 has been revised and implemented from 1 August 2008 

The QA Code of Practice and its appendices can be accessed using the following links 

QA7 Research Degrees 

• QA7 Appendix 1 Supervisory Responsibilities  

• QA7 Appendix 2 Responsibilities of PGR Students  

• QA7 Appendix 3 Research Councils'/AHRB's Skills Training Requirements  

• QA7 Appendix 4 Video Conferencing in Viva Voce Examinations  

 

4.  Details of the University and Faculty of Science opportunities for generic skills 

training 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/research/gst/handbook/employ-enterprise.doc 

 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/science/research/gst/ 

 

5. Researchers’ portal ‘realising the potential of researchers (formerly the UK Grad 

site) 

http://www.vitae.ac.uk/ 

 

6. Signpost documents 

• For Postgraduate Research Supervisors  

• For Postgraduate Research Directors of Studies 


