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University of Bath                                              Minutes of Meeting 
Faculty of Science  

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Meeting FACULTY RESEARCH STUDENTS’ COMMITTEE  

Place 8 West room 1.34 

Date and Time Thursday 4 March 2010 at 12.15pm 

 

Present Dr J Doughty Department of Biology & Biochemistry 

 Dr K Edler Department of Chemistry 

 Dr I Eggleston Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology 

 Dr L Isted Registry 

 Dr R James Department of Physics 

 Professor G McCusker (Chair) Department of Computer Science 

 Professor E P Ryan Department of Mathematical Sciences 

 Dr T Stead Careers Advisory Service 

   

 Mrs E F Bird (Secretary)
 

Faculty of Science 

   

 

597 CHAIR’S BUSINESS Action 

 Science Graduate School 

Professor McCusker reported that, after the Faculty/Departmental restructuring 

plans have been approved, there will be the opportunity to look in more detail at 

the staffing, location and administrative procedures of the Science Graduate 

School. 

 

An Associate Dean will be appointed to lead the Graduate School, details of 

which have yet to be agreed. 

 

It was agreed that the Director of Administration and the Dean-designate will be 

invited to the next meeting to discuss the structure of the Graduate School in 

more detail. 

 

   

 David Parkin Scholarships 2010/11   

Professor McCusker reported that the David Parkin Scholarships for Indian 

students to study in the summer at Bath will not be running this year.  A decision 

was taken just before Christmas not to offer them.  It was felt that while clearly 

some individuals had benefited, both market changes and resource implications 

meant that the existing scheme was not really viable in that form for the future.  
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 There will be a meeting of the Trust at some point to discuss other ways to utilise 

the funding. The Trust will continue to have a 'hardship' funding role so it may be 

that this area of work increases or it may be that new ways of 

support/scholarships are set up.  

 

   

 University Award for Excellence in Doctoral Supervision 

Professor McCusker reminded colleagues that this new award is now available 

for nominations. 

 

   

598 GENERIC SKILLS TRAINING  

 Dr Stead reminded the Committee that the next round of entries for the 

Researcher-Led Training Fund closes on 26 March 2010.  The Postgraduate 

Researcher Fund is available for specific projects/activities/events initiated by 

research students for the benefit of groups of researchers in the Faculty.  

Entrepreneurial/enterprise projects will be looked upon most favourably. 

 

Details of a ‘poster’ competition will be circulated shortly.  Entries will be 

designed for display on LCD screens in the new Postgraduate Centre and for 

inclusion on Graduate School web sites.  Topics will focus on individual 

students’ research topics. 

 

Dr Stead asked members to give her details of any particular issues that related to 

part time students.  A central review is being conducted to identify specific areas 

of support and training for part time students. 

 

   

599 MINUTES  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 19 January 2010 were approved (paper 38).    

   

600 MATTERS ARISING  

 7 December 2009 

M578 URS allocations 2010-11 

The FRSC noted the outcome of the 2010-11 allocation of studentships (paper 

39). 

 

   

 19 January 2010 

M588 Faculty of Science PGR Fees Scholarships 

The FRSC noted the outcome of the first round of allocations at a meeting on 19 

February 2010 (paper 40). 

 

   

 The FRSC discussed ways in which the most effective use could be made of the 

remaining funds.  Some members were not convinced of the recruitment benefits 

of offering half fee scholarships.  It was also felt that the timescales for the 

submission of requests for the next round are rather tight and not very well 

communicated.  It was noted that there are also fees scholarships available for 

postgraduate taught students (10 x £3k). 
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 It was agreed that there should be some feedback of the success (or otherwise) of 

these fees-only scholarships in terms of improving recruitment.  This will help to 

inform Graduate School policy.  Members expressed the hope that the Graduate 

School will also have more influence over the allocation of other forms of 

funding including DTAs and URS awards. 

 

   

 M590 Annual Reports 

The FRSC noted that the scientific writing course that the Department of 

Chemistry provided for its students was very carefully customised to the needs of 

the students who attended.  It would only be appropriate for a limited number of 

allied disciplines.  The external trainer might be able to Tailor her material to suit 

other disciplines in separately-run courses. 

 

The FRSC noted the feedback provided by the URSC in the minutes of their 

meeting which took place on 28 January 2010. 

 

 

   

601 DEPARTMENTAL RESEARCH STUDENTS COMMITTEES  

 The FRSC noted the minutes of departmental committees (paper 41).  

 Department of Pharmacy & Pharmacology  

 30 September 2009 

4 November 2009 

2 December 2009. 

 

   

 

Dates of meetings for 2009-10 

Date Day Time Room 

 

15 April 2010 

 

 

Thursday 

 

12.15 pm 

 

WH 3.36 

 

13 May 2010 

 

Thursday 

 

12.15 pm 

 

WH 3.36 

 

 

In addition postgraduate student progression will be approved under vacation powers during the 

summer of 2010: 

 

16 June 2010 

16 July 2010 

16 August 2010 

16 September 2010. 

 

 

1.  A full set of guidance, documentation for all aspects of postgraduate research 

student business are available from the Graduate Office website  

 

1. The Faculty of Science web page for Research Degrees has recently been updated 

and includes all of the new Research Degree forms 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/science/research/degrees 
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3.  The relevant QA Code of Practice and its appendices can be accessed using the 

following links 

QA7 Research Degrees 

• QA7 Appendix 1 Supervisory Responsibilities  

• QA7 Appendix 2 Responsibilities of PGR Students  

• QA7 Appendix 3 Research Councils'/AHRB's Skills Training Requirements  

• QA7 Appendix 4 Video Conferencing in Viva Voce Examinations  

 

4.  Details of the University and Faculty of Science opportunities for generic skills 

training 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/research/gst/handbook/employ-enterprise.doc 

 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/science/research/gst/ 

 

5. Researchers’ portal ‘realising the potential of researchers (formerly the UK Grad 

site) 

http://www.vitae.ac.uk/ 

 

6. Signpost documents 

• For Postgraduate Research Supervisors  

• For Postgraduate Research Directors of Studies 

7. Science Graduate School 

http://www.bath.ac.uk/study/pgresearch/options/gradschools/science/ 

 


