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Self Help 

The new Staying Safe and Well   
website  has  some useful self     
learning training presentations to 
help new starters and those in need 
of a  refresh.  We intend to expand 
this range over the next twelve 
months so keep checking back   
regularly for new additions.   

Feedback 

 Please let us know what you 
think of the new style H&S, 
the new website and this         
newsletter.   

 We can focus on what is      
important to you if you let 
us know what that is. 

 We’d love to hear from you! 

Name Change 
We have changed our name from the Safety, Health & Environment Unit to  

University Health, Safety & Environment (UHS&E).  With this change comes a 

new group email address: uhse@lists.bath.ac.uk 

Closer Working Relationships 
A member of the UHS&E team has been assigned to attend each of your        

Departmental H&S meetings when invited.  They won't always be available to 

attend but they will do their best to do so.  You can help us by sending us the 

minutes of your safety meetings which is extremely useful in assisting us to     

understand the issues being raised and in guiding us to deal with some of those 

issues at university wide level where practical and relevant to do so.  We hope 

you find this new way of working helpful and we look forward to expanding on 

this in the future to find other ways of supporting you more closely.   

 

Reviews 
Both Fire Safety and First Aid have been reviewed and reports presented to the 

University Health & Safety Committee in March this year.  Action plans for both 

reviews have been agreed and are available via your Safety Co-ordinators upon 

request.  The number and location of existing fire wardens and first aiders is 

likely to change.  Emails about this change will be with the HoDs shortly. 

Stress Management 
As of November 2011, this is now being led on behalf of the University by 

UHS&E.  There is a new 6 stage process for managing stress within the           

University and two toolkits to help individuals and line managers carry out their 

roles.   

Training for line managers is being rolled out with the first sessions starting in 

May.   We would welcome the opportunity to come and speak with your          

managers in due course so please let us know some dates which would be          

convenient to you.   
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A gap analysis of H&S across the University at a strategic level has been     

carried out and an action plan developed.  We will be addressing areas     

identified within the plan to raise the standards of H&S and to foster a      

positive safety culture among all staff and students.      

 

Communication 
The changes that we wish to make will undoubtedly take some considerable 

time but we would like to keep your teams engaged and informed      

throughout this process.  As such, we intend to come to as many                 

Departmental safety meetings as we can to update you and will produce   

biannual newsletters for those who don't have a H&S focus.  

 

Our new website 'Staying Safe and Well' was launched on 1st May and will 

include  policies, guidance, information, news, support and toolkits to help 

your teams to manage H&S in as simple and effective way as possible.  We 

fully recognise the expertise within your Faculty areas and would welcome 

input from them on how we can improve the site so that it becomes a useful 

reference library for you.   

 

Risk Assessment 
We are actively looking at the development of an electronic university risk 

assessment library.  The library would enable the collation of all risk              

assessments, allow sharing of information and reduce the need for individuals 

to complete an assessment for every activity. We will also be producing a 

number of generic assessments for common areas of work so that you don't 

have to.   

Radon 
Have you had your home checked for radon?  Radon occurs naturally within 

the earth’s surface and rock but can cause serious illness including cancer if 

the levels present are excessive.  Radon maps are available on the Staying 

Safe and Well website for you to check if your house is in a high risk area.   
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Expo 

UHSE had a stand at the recent 

Expo 2012.  On display was our 

new QI house demonstrating 

hazards within buildings; radon 

maps of where you live;  a      

skeletonised backbone showing 

how musculoskeletal injury can 

be avoided.   

Great to see so many people 

interested in what we do!  To 

follow up, we intend to run a 

Wellbeing Fair in November.  

Further details to follow nearer 

the time. 

Health Surveillance 

A new system is now in place which 

provides much greater low level 

surveillance for those who may be 

exposed to hazardous substances.  

Questionnaires are available on the 

Staying Safe and Well website under 

‘Health and Wellbeing’> 

‘Occupational Health’.   

 

Those identified as being of higher 

risk will be asked to undertake 

additional tests but it is anticipated 

that this will be a very small 

minority. 
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