
Feedback 

 We can focus on what is              
important to you if you 
let us know what that is.  
We would love to hear 
from you! 

Circulation 

 This newsletter has been 
sent to you as a member 
of the University health 
and safety network.  
Please circulate to your 
colleagues and post to 
notice boards or e-notice 
boards as relevant. 
Thank you  
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Mackintosh Building Fire- Glasgow School of Art  

 
On the 23rd May last year the Glasgow School of Art suffered a 
severe fire that involved about a third of the building being        
destroyed. The fire started in a Epson projector and spread to   
expanded foam panels, used by students for their final degree 
show, the high fire loading in the room meant that the room  
quickly became involved in fire. The fire spread vertically     
throughout the building by timber lined voids and obsolete        
ventilation ducts.  
The Fire Service were at the incident for 7 days and subsequently 
wrote a Fire Investigation Report detailing the fire fighting          
operations and most likely cause of the fire.                                                 

The lessons learnt from this fire have been adopted by the University to try and prevent  
this type of fire happening here.  
 

 

 

 

Smoking on campus 

As spring is now upon us with the chance of fine weather   

encouraging people outdoors more, we would like to remind 

everyone that the University’s Smoking Policy has defined the 

following areas where smoking is not allowed:  

 the Parade 

 the Underdeck 

 any other area on University property that is within a 4 

metre distance from any University building.  
 

So where can I smoke on campus? 
You may smoke anywhere that is more than 4 metres from buildings, except for the 

Underdeck, smoking is not allowed anywhere in the Underdeck. 

You may also smoke on the terrace area immediately outside the Parade Bar and, in 

the evenings after 6.00pm, you may smoke on the terrace area behind 1 East. 

Revised policies               
approved by the              

University Health & Safety 
Committee                        

March 2015:                    

 Manual Handling 

 Fire Safety 

 Health & Safety Audits 

 Health & Safety Inspections 

 Confined Spaces 

 Working at Height 
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E-mail:  

uhse@lists.bath.ac.uk    

 

Web Address:  

http://www.bath.ac.uk/ 

hr/stayingsafewell/ 

 

Wiki Address: 

https://wiki.bath.ac.uk/

pages/viewpage.action?

pageId=73829286 

 

Marcia Martin -  

UHSE Administrator 
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Health and Safety Training Hub 
 
Want to dip into a wide range of health and safety training videos? 
UHSE have procured access to a comprehensive health and safety film package on the web called the UHSE training 
hub. There are now 72 films available to choose from and each is freely available for anyone with a University IP 
address (staff or student).  http://bathuniversity.safetyhub.com/category/all/?region=uk 
 
The films are generic in their approach but nevertheless give a good overview of health and safety topics.         
Therefore in addition to providing open access, UHSE will also embed the shorter films into existing training      
modules to provide a more bespoke training package on key subjects such as fire evacuation, induction, risk                
assessment, incident reporting etc.   
 

 

WHAT IS A FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT? 

 

A fire risk assessment is an organised and methodical look at your premises, 

the activities taking place there and the likelihood that a fire could start and 

cause harm to those in and around the premises.  

 

The aims of the fire risk assessment are:  

* to identify the fire hazards  

* to reduce the risk of those hazards causing harm to as low as reasonably 

practicable  

* to decide what physical fire precautions and management arrangements are necessary to     

ensure the safety of people in your premises if a fire does start.  

 

National guidance is followed when determining the standard of fire precautions required in a 

building.  

 

At the University Fire Risk Assessments are carried out by the Fire Safety Advisor  - Mark Burton, 

he is mid way through a 3 year programme to ensure all University buildings are covered.  

 

Each Fire Risk Assessment will produce a prioritised action plan for the Department and                 

sometimes Estates to complete to ensure that there is an adequate standard of fire                   

precautions in the building for your safety.  

 

 

Mark Burton              

Fire Safety Advisor 

 
Key Performance Indicators 

 
The University is introducing formal annual departmental checks to ensure that health & safety is being managed properly.  
 
The UHSE Service has devised a simple list of Key Performance Indicators (KPI) that has been approved by the University Health 
& Safety Committee (UHSC) & approved by the Executive Committee. The KPIs are based on "Successful Health & Safety         
Management" HSG65 and are split into four major areas; Plan, Do, Check & Review. Copies of HSG65 are available electronically, 
free of charge, from the HSE web site. 
 
Departments' will be reporting annually using these KPIs, starting in September 2015. A Moodle site is being set up to collect the 
results electronically and with minimum fuss. The results will be analysed by UHSE and reported to the UHSC & Executive       
Committee. The results will be used to help highlight where further guidance or tool-kits might be needed. 

http://bathuniversity.safetyhub.com/category/all/?region=uk

